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4CANE) NAME: General Liu (pronounced leeyo) Huaqing 
(049 1/5478/3237), People’s Liberation Army (PLA). 


(ERP POSITION: Vice Chairman of the Communist Party of 
China (CPC) Central Military Commission (MC) since November 
1989, Political Bureau Standing Committee member since October 
1992, and elected Vice Chairman of the Central Military 
Commission (CMC) of the People’s Republic of China on 28 March 
1993. 


(SPEAR SIGNIFICANCE: As the senior-most PLA officer on 
the party 's powerful MC (the highest source of formal military 


















Liu is the mort noweckal sallitary leader in China. The PLA's 
preeminent expert on military-related research and development, technology acquisition, and equipment 
modemization, Liu is well positioned to preserve China’s gains over the last 15 years in . 
profess:onalizing the PLA and is the primary spokesman for military modemization within the PLA. 





<SANEPAP As Deng Xiaoping’s primary adviser on military-related matters and because he 
represents the PLA during deliberations on major foreign policy issues, Liu plays a key role i in 
formulating China’s broader national security policies. |’ aan 








4 Another body that Liu exercises authority over is the recently formed Chinese Society of Military 
Science (SMS). The SMS is the highest academic instimtion engaged in the study of military science 
under tie MC's leadership. [1 has been tasked to organize military academic research, to exchange | 
and popularize research results in military science, to promote international military academic 
exchanges, and to oversee the award of commendations for academic research achievements. ‘The 
SMS will probably become an extremely influential organization in military affairs because it is 
composed of many powerful retired and active PLA leaders. 











SEA POLITICS: Liu is a strong proponent of Deng Xiaoping’s military reform policies 








-ermphatically expressed in several speeches that the armed forces should subordinate themselves to and 
‘serve Lie needs of the country’s economic development. Liu strongly supports opening China up to 
the outside world and leaming from foreign military experience and technology. Prior to his present 
appointment, Liu visited the United States in 1980 and 1985. During these tips. he voiced his strong 





 opponee - 


33> Do 32 


(CAF) PERSONAL: _Liu was bom into a poor peasant family in October or November 1916 
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suppomt for the Sino-U.S. military relationship. As a general in a technical armed service, Liu Huaqing 
is actively engaged in modemizing the weaponry of various arms and services. He also believes that 
military leaders should be as technically competenc as the troops they lead. 











ae Under the guidance of Liu Huaging, 
the concept of a "bluewater navy and the shift in strategic ‘priority from land to sea defense has since 
come about, Liu’s strategy of "positive offshore defense" contains the nucleus of a new philosophy of 
PLA Navy deployment beyond his its conventional mission of coastal defense. Liu has proved his 
combat commanding abiliry and his loyalty ta Deng, and he is in an excellent position to recommend 
what technology and equipment the PLA needs to perfonn its mission of modemization and reform. 























: He is approximately 5°8” tall and weighs about 140 lb. He has a heart 
condition (he suffered a mild heart attack in January 1982) and high blaod pressure. He also has 
moderate hearing loss. Liu drinks alcoholic beverages only when required by protocol and smokes 
cigarettes moderately. He speaks no English. Reportedly, Liu has an excellent sense of humor and is 
a willing conversationalist on social topics. He spends most of his spare time reading and practicing 
calligraphy. Liu’s decorations include the Order of “August 1," Second Class; the Order of 
Independence and Freedom, Second Class, and the Order of Liberation, Second Class. 








SANF) CAREER: 


1929-35  - Liu joined the Communist Youth League of China in 1929 and served as Secretary of 
Huangan Central County Commitze, Youth Communist League, berween 1930-31. He 
joined the Red Army in approximately 1931. From 1932 10 1934, Liu served as a 
section chief in East Hubei Guerilla Force Headquarters, and, from 1934 to 1935, he was 
a section chief in the Political Department of the 25th Army. Liu became a section chief 
in the Regiment Deparment of Counterenemy Work, 15th Amy. Also in October 1935, 


Liv became a party member and participated in the Long March as part of the 4th Front 
Ammy. : 
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1935-45 


1946-45 


1950-59 


1960-09 


1970-79 
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- Liu served as Chief of the Confidential Work Section, 31st Corps (1937), and 
participated in the War of Resistance against Japan (1937-45), During the War of 
Resistance, Liu was made Chief of the Propaganda and Education Section at the 
Headquarters of the 129th Division of the 8th Route Army (1937-39). While there, he 
‘served under Liu Bocheng and Deng Xiaoping. He served as Director of the 
Organization Department for South Hebei and Hebei-Shandong-Henan Border Region 
Military Commands between 1941-45. Toward the end of the war, he had already been 
promoted to Military Subarea Deputy Polidcal Commissar of Hebei- Shandong-Henan 
Military Command. 


During the Chinese civil war (1945-49), Liu served as Brigade Political Commissar of 
Shanxi-Hebei-Shandong-Henn Military Area Command, which was headed by Deng 
Xiaoping from 1945 to 1949. In 1947, he bécame Director of the 11th Corps Political 
Department, 3d Army, 2d Field Army. Liu rendered outstanding service in the 
Shandang, Handan, Huai-Hai, and Southwest Campaigns and campaigns into the Dabie 
Mountains and crossing the Yangtse River. 


Liu devoted himself to the establishment of a Chinese navy. He successfully served as 
Director of the Political Department, Military and Political University, Southwest 
Military Area Command (1950-51), as Deputy Corps Political Commissar (1951-52) and 
Vice President of the First Naval Academy (1952-53), and, concurrently, as its Deputy 
Political Commissar (1953-54), Liu attended the Russian Voroshilov Naval Academy - 
from 1954 to 1958. In 1955, he was promoted to rear admiral (major general). Upon 
his return to China in 1958, Liu became Deputy Commander of the Lushun Navy Base. 


Liu was selected to be the North China Sea (previously named Beihai) Fleet Deputy 
Commander while concurrently base commander from 1960-61. He became the Director 
of the 7th Research Institute, Ministry of National Defense (1961-65); Vice Minister of 
the 6th Ministry of Machine Building Industry (1965-66); and Vice Minister of 
Commission of Science, Technology, and Industry for National Defense (COSTIND) — 
(1966-70). 


From 1970-1975, Liu served as the Deputy Chief of Staff of the PLA Navv. While 
Deputy Chief of Staff, PLA Na 












From 





November 1975 until 1978, he was assigned to the Chinese Academy of Sciences, 
reportedly by former Premier Zhou Enlai, and given the task of coordinating research 
projects with the PLA Navy and the State Ocean Bureau. By 1978, Lin was again 
Deputy Director of COSTIND. He served as Assistant to the Chief of the General Suiff 
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1980-92  - The failure of the wa¥ against Viemam, during which there were thousands of Chinese 





casualties, proclaimed that Mao Zedong’s military thinking was out of date. 















1980, Liu was promoted to Deputy Chief of the General Staff. His appointment to Navy 
Commander came in October 1982, the same year he’ was elected into the CPC Central 
Committee. In September 1985, he retired from the CPC Central Committee and became 
a member of the party’s now-defunct Central Advisory Committee ~ an influential body 
of semiretired officials. Following a visit to France (1985), Liu visited the United States 
as a guest of the U.S. Chief of Naval Operations and the Salt of the nay 





11-23 November 1985). | 











In 1986, Liu was responsible for receiving the first visit by a U.S. Naval Fleet to China 
since 1949. Liu was promoted to the national level in November 1987, when he was 
appointed one of two Deputy Secretaries General of the Military Commission. He was 
promoted to the rank of general in April 1988 and assumed the post of MC Vice 
Chairman in 1989. He was made the senior of two MC Vice Chairmen in October 1992, 
the same time as his promotion to the party’s Political Bureau Standing Committee. 
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